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SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE AND
AUTOMOBILE CONTROL SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/316,474, filed Dec. 10, 2011, now U.S. Pat.
No. 9,015,508, the entire content of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

The disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
286263 filed on Dec. 22, 2010 including the specification,
drawings and abstract is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a semiconductor device
and an automobile control system having the same, and par-
ticularly to a technology for reducing power consumption.

Patent document 1 (Japanese Patent [.aid-Open No. 2006-
287736) describes a detection circuit and a semiconductor
device which can efficiently detect stop of an external clock
with a simple circuit configuration. The semiconductor
device has a PLL circuit which generates a PLL (Phase-
Locked Loop) output clock by multiplying an oscillation
clock, an internal circuit which operates based on the PLL
output clock, and an oscillation stop detection circuit which
detects, based on the oscillation clock and the PLL output
clock, stop of the oscillation clock, and outputs the detected
result to the internal circuit.

Patent document 2 (Japanese Patent L.aid-Open No. 2003-
177834) describes a technology for configuring a stop detec-
tion unit of an external oscillator circuit with a simple struc-
ture and a small circuit footprint. In a microcomputer having
a built-in PLL circuit according to the patent document 2,
when an output of a counter, which is cleared by an output of
an edge detection circuit for detecting an edge of an exter-
nally-generated clock signal that is input and which performs
a count operation using an internal clock signal output from
the PLL circuit as a count source, exceeds a predetermined
setting value, it is detected as stop of the externally-generated
clock signal and an external clock stop detection signal is
output.

Patent document 3 (Japanese Patent No. 4216282)
describes a semiconductor integrated circuit device which
can reliably prevent malfunction or the like even if any abnor-
mality such as stop of an externally coupled clock oscillator
has occurred. According to the patent document 3, the circuit
has a clock generating unit which detects the signal state of an
oscillation signal generated by an external oscillator exter-
nally coupled to an oscillation signal terminal, and generates
a clock signal based on an oscillation signal of the external
oscillator if the oscillation signal of the external oscillator is
normal, or generates a system clock signal based on an inter-
nal oscillation signal if the oscillation signal of the external
oscillator is abnormal.

Patent document 4 (Japanese Patent L.aid-Open No. 2006-
127466) describes a microcomputer which stops the oscilla-
tor circuit and the PLL circuit upon transiting to a low power
consumption mode and starts processing of the CPU faster
when the low power consumption mode is canceled. Accord-
ing to the patent document 4, the oscillation condition that has
been set at the time of transiting to the low power consump-
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2

tion mode is held, and when the oscillation is resumed, the
oscillator circuit is operated based on the held oscillation
condition.

SUMMARY

The conventional microcomputers assume no function of
freely switching between a state (PLL normal-oscillation
mode) in which a clock signal is generated based on an
oscillation signal of an external oscillator and a state (PLL
self-oscillation mode) in which a system clock signal is gen-
erated based on an internal oscillation signal as a function of
the normal operation. In addition, operations have neither
been assumed nor have been considered necessary, such as
transiting from each of the PL.LL normal-oscillation mode and
the PLL self-oscillation mode to a low power consumption
mode, or returning from the low power consumption mode to
the clock generating state of the PLL (each PLL mode) before
transiting to the low power consumption mode.

However, the inventors have examined the operation
modes of conventional microcomputers and found the fol-
lowing problems.

Although the microcomputer transits from the PLL nor-
mal-oscillation mode to the low power consumption mode
(power-down state), current which flows in returning from the
power-down state is large, and the stabilization wait time
from returning to starting the CPU operation is long. Reduc-
ing the average current further in an intermittent operation
which repeats alternate transition between the power-down
state and the CPU operation needs to reduce the current which
flows in returning from the power-down state and the time
from the returning to the starting of the CPU operation. In the
PLL normal-oscillation state, an input clock signal is multi-
plied to form an internal operation clock signal. Usually, the
oscillator used in the clock generating unit has a long stabi-
lizing time at power-on, and the current which flows in the
oscillator is also large. In the PLL self-oscillation state, the
PLL has a large jitter, which can not satisfy the specifications
of various modules mounted on the microcomputer. As a
result of such a consideration, it is desirable to allow switch-
ing between the PLL normal-oscillation mode and the PLL
self-oscillation mode, so that the microcomputer operates in
the PLL self-oscillation mode for applications in which the
need to regulate average current during the intermittent
operation needs by even relaxing the specifications of various
modules, and returns to the PLL self-oscillation mode if the
microcomputer has transited from the PLL self-oscillation
mode to the low power consumption mode. The following
mechanism is considered necessary to realize this.

Since the microcomputer is in the power-down state by the
low power consumption mode, it is necessary to distinguish,
even after power-down, whether transition is from the PLL
normal-oscillation state or from the PLL self-oscillation
state. Additionally, when the microcomputer returns from the
power-down state, it needs to return to the state before tran-
sition. Furthermore, since the stabilizing wait time when the
microcomputer returns from the power-down state is differ-
ent between the PLL normal-oscillation mode and the PLL
self-oscillation mode, a function of switching each stabiliza-
tion wait time is needed to satisfy the demand for lower power
consumption.

The purpose of the present invention is to provide a tech-
nology which enables, even after power-down, distinction
between a transition from a PLL normal-oscillation state and
a transition from a PLL self-oscillation and, when the micro-
computer returns from the power-down state, ensures that it
returns to the state before the transition.
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The description of the present specification and the accom-
panying drawings clarify the other purposes and the new
feature of the present invention.

The following explains briefly the outline of a typical
invention among the inventions disclosed in the present appli-
cation.

A semiconductor device has a first region which returns to
the power-supply state after it has transited from a power-
supply state to a power-down state, a second region which
holds a power source voltage regardless of the power-down in
the first region, and an oscillator which generates a first clock
signal to be supplied to the first region.

The first region includes a PLL circuit having a PLL nor-
mal-oscillation mode for generating a second clock signal
which synchronizes with the first clock signal that has been
generated in the oscillator, and a PLL self-oscillation mode
for generating a third clock signal which is asynchronous
with the first clock signal.

The second region includes an information holding unit
capable of holding information which can distinguish
whether the operation mode of the PLL circuit when the first
region transits from the power-supply state to the power-
down state is the PLL normal-oscillation mode or the PLL
self-oscillation mode.

The following explains briefly the effect acquired by the
typical invention among the inventions disclosed in the
present application.

A transition from a PLL normal-oscillation state and a
transition from a PLL self-oscillation can be distinguished
from each other, even after the power-down state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exemplary block diagram of a microcomputer
provided as an example of a semiconductor device according
to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary block diagram of' a PLL circuit in
the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram of a state transition of the
microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4A is a current waveform chart when the microcom-
puter returns from the power-down state in a PLL normal-
oscillation mode;

FIG. 4B is a current waveform chart when the microcom-
puter returns from the power-down state in a PLL self-oscil-
lation mode;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are an explanatory diagram of a switch-
ing sequence between the PLL normal-oscillation mode and
the PLL self-oscillation mode;

FIG. 6A is an explanatory diagram of the state of the main
part in the PLL normal-oscillation mode;

FIG. 6B is an explanatory diagram of the state of the main
part in the PLL self-oscillation mode;

FIG. 7 is another exemplary block diagram of an oscillator
and a voltage holding region in the microcomputer shown in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 8 is another exemplary block diagram of a low power
consumption mode control unit, an A/D control unit, and an
A/D conversion unit in FIG. 1;

FIG. 9A is acontrol timing chart of the A/D conversion unit
in the PLL normal-oscillation mode;

FIG. 9B is a control timing chart of the A/D conversion unit
in the PLL self-oscillation mode;

FIG. 10 is another exemplary block diagram of the main
part in the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 is another exemplary block diagram of the main
part in the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;
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FIG. 12 is another exemplary block diagram of the main
part in the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 13A is another explanatory diagram of the main part
in the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 13B is a timing chart for oscillation stabilization
detection of the main part in the microcomputer shown in
FIG. 1,

FIG. 14 is another exemplary block diagram of the main
part in the microcomputer shown in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 15 is an exemplary block diagram of an application of
the microcomputer provided as an example of the semicon-
ductor device according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
1. Outline of Embodiments

First, representative embodiments of the invention dis-
closed in the application will be described. Reference numer-
als in the drawings, referred to with parentheses in the outline
explanation of representative embodiments, only illustrate
what is included in the concept of the components to which
the numerals are provided.

[1] A semiconductor device (1) according to a representa-
tive embodiment of the present invention includes a first
region (12) which, after having transited from a power-supply
state to a power-down state, returns to the power-supply state,
a second region (13) which holds a power source voltage
regardless of power-down of the first region, and an oscillator
(11) which generates a first clock signal supplied to the first
region.

The first region (12) includes a PLL circuit (121) having a
PLL normal-oscillation mode for generating a second clock
signal which synchronizes with the first clock signal gener-
ated in the oscillator, and a PLL self-oscillation mode for
generating a third clock signal which is asynchronous with
the first clock signal.

The second region (13) includes an information holding
unit (132) capable of holding information which can distin-
guish whether the operation mode ofthe PLL circuit when the
first region transits from the power-supply state to the power-
down state is the PLL normal-oscillation mode or the PLL
self-oscillation mode.

[2] In paragraph [1], it is possible to provide the second
region (13) with a control unit (131) which determines,
according to the information held in the information holding
unit, the operation mode of the PLL circuit when the first
region has returned from the power-down state to the power-
supply state.

In the above configuration, the initial state at power-on can
be started up from the PLL normal-oscillation state of the
PLL circuit 121. If lower power consumption is still required,
it is possible to switch to the PLL self-oscillation mode.
Provision of the information holding unit enables the control
unit to distinguish whether the transition is from the PLL
normal-oscillation mode or from the PLL self-oscillation
mode. Accordingly, it is possible to control the PLL circuit so
that the operation mode when it returns from the low power
consumption mode is the same as the operation mode imme-
diately before it transits to the low power consumption mode.

[3] In paragraph [2], the control unit may be configured to
determine the operation mode of the PLL circuit so that the
operation mode of the PLL circuit when the first region tran-
sits from the power-supply state to the power-down state is the
same as the operation mode of the PLL circuit when the first
region returns from the power-down state to the power-supply
state.



US 9,348,403 B2

5

[4] In paragraph [3], the control unit may be configured so
that the oscillator stops when the PLL circuit is regarded to be
in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

[5] In paragraph [4], the oscillator may be configured to
include an oscillation stop detection circuit which can detect
stop of oscillation.

[6] In paragraph [5], the second region may have a register
(133) in which whether to enable the oscillation stop detec-
tion function by the oscillation stop detection circuit can be
set, and a logic gate (134) for disabling, regardless of the
setting in the register, the oscillation stop detection function
by the oscillation stop detection circuit when the control unit
determines that the PLL circuit is in the PLL self-oscillation
mode.

[7] In paragraph [ 6], the second region may have a standby
control unit (136) which limits returning of an analog module
from a standby state when it returns with the PLL self-oscil-
lation mode, according to the information held in the infor-
mation holding unit.

[8] In paragraph [7], the semiconductor device may be
configured to include a first A/D conversion circuit (141) that
converts an analog signal into a digital signal with a first
conversion accuracy, and a second A/D conversion circuit
(142) that converts an analog signal into a digital signal with
a second conversion accuracy which is higher than the first
conversion accuracy. The standby control unit causes both the
first A/D conversion circuit and the second A/D conversion
circuit to return when returning with the PLL normal-oscil-
lation mode, and causes the first A/D conversion circuit to
return and keeps the second A/D conversion circuit in the
standby state when returning with the PLL self-oscillation
mode.

[9] In paragraph [8], the second region may have a first
storage unit (1319 and 1320), a second storage unit (1317 and
1318), and an oscillation stabilizing time wait counter (1311),
to allow switching the stabilizing wait time in returning from
the power-down state between the PLL normal-oscillation
mode and the PLL self-oscillation mode. The first storage unit
can set an oscillation stabilizing time in the PLL normal-
oscillation mode. The second storage unit can set an oscilla-
tion stabilizing time in the PLL self-oscillation mode. The
selection circuit selects information stored in the first storage
unit and information stored in the second storage unit accord-
ing to the information held in the information holding unit.
The oscillation stabilizing time wait counter keeps an oscil-
lation stabilizing time based on the information selected by
the selection circuit.

[10] In paragraph [9], an external terminal (1322) may be
provided, which can determine, regardless of the information
held in the information holding unit, the operation mode of
the PLL circuit when the first region has returned to the
power-supply state from the power-down state.

[11] An automobile control system (2) can include the
semiconductor device configured as described above.

2. Details of Embodiments
Embodiments will be described in detail below.
Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 illustrates a microcomputer provided as an example
of the semiconductor device according to the present inven-
tion.

A microcomputer 1 shown in FIG. 1 is formed on a single
semiconductor substrate such as a single-crystal silicon sub-
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strate by a semiconductor integrated circuit manufacturing
technology, without particular limitation.

The microcomputer 1 has a region (referred to as “VCC
region”) 3 to which a high-potential power supply VCC exter-
nally supplied is applied, and a region (referred to as “AVCC
region”) 4 to which a high-potential power supply AVCC
externally supplied is applied. A regulator 10 and an oscillator
11 are formed in the VCC region 3. The regulator 10 generates
afirst power source voltage VDD1 and a second power source
voltage VDD2 which are lower than the high potential side
power supply VCC by dropping the high-potential power
supply VCC externally supplied. The oscillator 11 generates
a clock signal CLK by using a crystal oscillator coupled to
external terminals EXTAL and XTAL. An A/D conversion
unit 14 is formed in the AVCC region 4. Although not shown
in the figures, the A/D conversion unit 14 converts an analog
signal that is externally input into a digital signal. A power-
down region 12 and a voltage holding region 13 are formed in
the microcomputer 1 at the time of power-down, separately
from the VCC region 3 described above. The first power
source voltage VDD1 generated in the regulator 10 is sup-
plied to the power-down region 12, and the second power
source voltage VDD2 generated in the regulator 10 is sup-
plied to the voltage holding region 13.

The power-down region 12 is a region in which supply of
the first power source voltage VDDI1 is shut down in the low
power consumption mode of the microcomputer 1. The
power-down region 12 may have a PLL (Phase Locked Loop)
circuit 121, a frequency divider 122, a ROM (Read-Only
Memory) 123, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 124, an
A/D control unit 125, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 126, a
BSC (Bus State Controller) 127, and a timer 128. The ROM
123, the RAM 124, the A/D control unit 125, the CPU 126, the
BSC 127, and the timer 128 are coupled so that they can
exchange signals with each other via a bus 129. As shown in
FIG. 2, the PLL circuit 121 includes a phase comparator
1211, a VCO (Voltage Controlled Oscillator Circuit) 1212, a
loop filter 1213, and a frequency divider 1214 to generate an
internal clock signal PLLLCLK synchronizing with the clock
signal CLK transmitted from the oscillator 11. The phase
comparator compares the phases of the clock signal CLK
transmitted from the oscillator 11 and the oscillation output
signal output from the frequency divider 1214. The result of
phase comparison is transmitted to the VCO 1212 via the loop
filter. The VCO 1212 oscillates at a frequency corresponding
to the result of phase comparison. In addition, the PLL circuit
121 has the PLL normal-oscillation mode and the PLL self-
oscillation mode. In the PLL normal-oscillation mode, the
oscillation frequency of the VCO 1212 varies depending on
the result of phase comparison by the phase comparator. In
the PLL self-oscillation mode, the oscillation frequency of
the VCO 1212 is fixed to a predetermined frequency and the
oscillation frequency of the VCO 1212 does not vary depend-
ing on the result of phase comparison by the phase compara-
tor. A PLL self-oscillation control signal controls the opera-
tion mode of the PLL circuit 121. The frequency divider 122
divides the frequency of'the clock signal output from the PLL
circuit 121. The clock signal whose frequency has been
divided by the frequency divider 122 is supplied to the ROM
123, the RAM 124, the A/D control unit 125, the CPU 126, the
BSC 127, and the timer 128 as their operation clocks. The
ROM 123 stores programs to be executed by the CPU 126.
The CPU 126 executes programs in the ROM 123. The RAM
124 is used as a work area when the CPU 126 executes a
program. The A/D control unit 125 controls the A/D conver-
sion operation of the A/D conversion unit 14. The BSC 127
performs operations, such as dividing the physical address
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space and outputting control signals according to the bus state
interface specification. The timer 128 is used for time mea-
surement.

The voltage holding region 13 is a region in which supply
of'the second power source voltage VDD2 is held also in the
low power consumption mode of the microcomputer 1. The
voltage holding region 13 has a low power consumption mode
controlunit 131 and a self-oscillation flag setting register 132.
The low power consumption mode control unit 131 includes
an oscillation stabilizing time wait counter 1311 for counting
the oscillation stabilizing time and performs control regard-
ing the low power consumption mode of the oscillator 11, the
PLL circuit 121, and the A/D control unit 125. The low power
consumption mode control unit 131 shuts down supply of the
first power source voltage VDDI1 to the power-down region
12 by a power supply control signal, and resumes supply of
the first power source voltage VDDI1 to the power-down
region 12 according to a return factor from the power-down
state due to an interrupt. Furthermore, the low power con-
sumption mode control unit 131 controls the operation of the
oscillator 11 by an oscillation stop signal, controls the mode
of the PLL circuit 121 by the PLL self-oscillation control
signal, and controls the operation of the A/D control unit 125
by a STBY control signal.

When supply of the first power source voltage VDD1 to the
power-down region 12 is resumed according to the return
factor from the power-down state due to an interrupt, the PLL
circuit 121 can return to the operation mode at the time of
power-down by the low power consumption mode. The PLL
circuit 121 is caused to return with the PLL normal-oscilla-
tion mode when it has transited to the low power consumption
mode with the PLL normal-oscillation mode, and caused to
return with the PLL self-oscillation mode when it has tran-
sited to the low power consumption mode with the PLL
self-oscillation mode. Such a control is performed by the low
power consumption mode control unit 131 based on a flag
state of the self-oscillation flag setting register 132. The CPU
126 sets a self-oscillation flag in the self-oscillation flag set-
ting register 132. For example, the self-oscillation flag is set
to logical “0” if the PLL circuit 121 is in the PLL normal-
oscillation mode, and the self-oscillation flag is set to logical
“1” if the PLL circuit 121 is in the PLL self-oscillation mode.
When the PLL circuit 121 returns from the low power con-
sumption mode, the low power consumption mode control
unit 131 causes the PLL circuit 121 to return with the PLL
normal-oscillation mode if the self-oscillation flag is logical
“0”, and causes the PLL circuit 121 to return with the PLL
self-oscillation mode if the self-oscillation flag is logical “1”.

FIG. 6A illustrates the states of respective parts in the PLL
normal-oscillation mode and FIG. 6B illustrates the states of
respective parts in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

As shown in FIG. 6A, the oscillator 11 includes a resistor
111 and a NOR gate 112, so that an oscillation stop signal is
input to one of the input terminals of the NOR gate 112. In the
PLL normal-oscillation mode, the low power consumption
mode control unit 131 sets the oscillation stop signal and the
PLL self-oscillation control signal to logical “0”. When the
oscillation stop signal is set to logical “0”, an oscillation of the
oscillator 11 generates the clock signal CLK having a prede-
termined frequency. The PLL circuit 121 generates a clock
signal ¢ having a predetermined frequency, by multiplying
the clock signal CLK transmitted from the oscillator 11 with
the PLL self-oscillation control signal having been set to
logical “0”. By dividing the frequency of the output (¢) of the
PLL circuit 121, the frequency divider 122 outputs a plurality
of clock signals ¢, ¢/2, and ¢/4 whose dividing ratios differ
from each other.
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As shown in FIG. 6B, in the PLL self-oscillation mode, the
low power consumption mode control unit 131 sets the oscil-
lation stop signal and the PLL self-oscillation control signal
to logical “1”. Ifthe oscillation stop signal is set to logical “1”,
the oscillator 11 is stopped and the clock signal CLK is not
generated. Additionally, if the PLL self-oscillation control
signal is set to logical “1”, the PLL circuit 121 is in the PLL
self-oscillation mode and generates a clock signal ¢' having a
predetermined frequency (PLL self-oscillation frequency),
regardless of the clock signal CLK from the oscillator 11.
Although not particularly limited, the clock signal ¢' has a
frequency lower than the clock signal ¢. By dividing the
frequency of the output (¢') of the PLL circuit 121, the fre-
quency divider 122 outputs a plurality of clock signal ¢', ¢'/2,
and ¢'/4 whose dividing ratios differ from each other.

FIG. 3 illustrates state transition of the microcomputer 1.

The microcomputer 1 includes power-down 0, power-
down 1, standby, and CPU sleep as the low power consump-
tion mode. Power-down 0 is a mode in which supply of the
first power source voltage VDDI1 to the power-down region
12 is shut down and the function of the timer 128 is enabled.
Power-down 1 is a mode in which supply of the first power
source voltage VDD1 to the power-down region 12 is shut
down and the function of the timer 128 is disabled. Standby is
a mode in which supply of the first power source voltage
VDD1 to the power-down region 12 is not shut down and the
operation of the PLL circuit 121 is stopped. CPU sleep is a
mode in which supply of'the first power source voltage VDD1
to the power-down region 12 is not shut down and the CPU
126 is in the sleep state. Although not shown in the figures,
transition to each low power consumption mode is performed
by register setting to the low power consumption mode reg-
ister and execution of a SLEEP command. State transition
from each low power consumption mode to the PLL normal-
oscillation mode or the PLL self-oscillation mode is per-
formed by a return factor due to an interrupt.

The initial state for the PLL circuit 121 in starting power
supply (power-on) is set to the PLL normal-oscillation mode.
In addition, the PLL circuit 121 is set to the PLL normal-
oscillation mode also when a reset signal is asserted via a reset
terminal of the microcomputer 1. In the PLL normal-oscilla-
tion mode, the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag
setting register 132 is set to logical “0”. If a transition to the
low power consumption mode has occurred by power-down
0, power-down 1, standby, or CPU sleep in the PLL normal-
oscillation mode, the PLL self-oscillation flag remains to be
logical “0”. If the PLL self-oscillation flag is logical “0”,
returning from the low power consumption mode by power-
down 0 or power-down 1 is set to the PLL normal-oscillation
mode again by a resetting process. If the PLL self-oscillation
flag is logical “0”, return from standby and the CPU-sleep
state is also the PLL normal-oscillation mode.

When reducing power consumption is further required, the
state of the PLL circuit 121 can be switched to the PLL
self-oscillation mode.

When the CPU 126 changes the self-oscillation flag of the
self-oscillation flag setting register 132 to logical “1” to set
the PLL self-oscillation mode, the low power consumption
mode control unit 131 switches the PLL circuit 121 to the
PLL self-oscillation mode. In the PLL self-oscillation mode,
the frequency of the clock signal output from the PLL circuit
121 is fixed to a frequency lower than that in the PLL normal-
oscillation mode, which is supplied to each part in the micro-
computer 1 via the frequency divider 122. In the PLL self-
oscillation mode, since the frequency of the clock signal
output from the PLL circuit 121 is fixed to a frequency lower
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than that in the PLL normal-oscillation mode, power con-
sumption is reduced in comparison with the PLL. normal-
oscillation mode.

Additionally, if the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscilla-
tion flag setting register 132 is logical “1”, returning from the
low power consumption mode by power-down 0 or by power-
down 1 is set to the PLL self-oscillation mode again by a
predetermined return sequence. If the PLL self-oscillation
flag is logical “1”, returning from the standby and CPU sleep
state is also in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

The PLL circuit 121 may be configured to be set to the PLL
self-oscillation mode in the initial state in starting power
supply (power-on).

FIGS. 4A and 4B illustrate current waveforms in returning
from the power-down state in the PLL normal-oscillation
mode and the PLL self-oscillation mode. FIG. 4A is a current
waveform in the PLL normal-oscillation mode, and FIG. 4B
is a current waveform in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

In the PLL self-oscillation mode, since the oscillation fre-
quency of the VCO 1212 is fixed to a predetermined fre-
quency and the oscillation frequency of the VCO 1212 does
not vary according to the result of phase comparison by the
phase comparator 1211, the low power consumption mode
control unit 131 can stop the operation of the oscillator 11. In
the PLL self-oscillation mode, since stopping the operation of
the oscillator 11 eliminates current consumption in the oscil-
lator 11, the current consumption is reduced accordingly.
Additionally, since it is not necessary to wait for the oscilla-
tion state of the oscillator 11 to stabilize in the PLL self-
oscillation mode, the oscillation stabilizing time in the PLL
self-oscillation mode is significantly shortened compared
with the oscillation stabilizing time in the PLL normal-oscil-
lation mode. As a result, current which flows at start-up can be
reduced by starting in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate a switching sequence between
the PLL normal-oscillation mode and the PLL self-oscillation
mode.

The PLL normal-oscillation mode is switched to the PLL
self-oscillation mode as shown in FIG. 5A. When the CPU
126 executes a user program in the PLL normal-oscillation
mode, the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag set-
ting register 132 is set to logical “1”. Then, a sleep (SLEEP)
instruction is issued and executed by the CPU 126 to stop the
operation of the CPU 126 (user program execution stopped).
Since the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag set-
ting register 132 is logical “1”, the low power consumption
mode control unit 131 asserts the oscillation stop signal to
stop the operation of the oscillator 11, and switches the PLL
circuit 121 from the PLL normal-oscillation mode to the PLL
self-oscillation mode by asserting the PLL self-oscillation
control signal to a high-level. Subsequently, after the PLL
self-oscillation has stabilized, the CPU can execute the user
program. The time required for the PLL self-oscillation to
stabilize is the time until the oscillation stabilizing time wait
counter 1311 counts the clock signal up to a predetermined
number.

The PLL self-oscillation mode is switched to the PLL
normal-oscillation mode as shown in FIG. 5B. When the CPU
126 executes auser program in the PLL self-oscillation mode,
the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag setting reg-
ister 132 is set to logical “0”. Then, a sleep (SLEEP) instruc-
tion is issued and executed by the CPU 126 to stop the opera-
tion of the CPU 126 (user program execution stopped). Since
the self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag setting reg-
ister 132 is logical “0”, the low power consumption mode
control unit 131 negates the oscillation stop signal to operate
the oscillator 11, and switches the PLL circuit 121 from the
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PLL self-oscillation mode to the PLL normal-oscillation
mode by negating the PLL self-oscillation control signal to a
low level. Subsequently, after the operation of the oscillator
11 and the operation of the PLL circuit 121 have stabilized,
the CPU 126 can execute the user program. The time required
for the operation of the oscillator 11 and the operation of the
PLL circuit 121 to stabilize is the time until the oscillation
stabilizing time wait counter 1311 counts the clock signal up
to a predetermined number. Since it is necessary to consider
the stabilizing time of the oscillator 11 in switching from the
PLL self-oscillation mode to the PLL normal-oscillation
mode, the time until the oscillation stabilizing time wait
counter 1311 counts the clock signal up to the predetermined
number becomes longer than in switching from the PLL
normal-oscillation mode to the PLL self-oscillation mode.

According to the embodiment 1, the PLL circuit 1212 can
startup from the PLL normal-oscillation state in the initial
state at power-on and switching to the PLL self-oscillation
mode is allowed if lower power consumption is still required.
According to the microcomputer 1, the self-oscillation flag
setting register 132 allows distinction between the PLL nor-
mal-oscillation mode and the PLL self-oscillation mode and
control that ensures that the operation mode in returning from
the low power consumption mode is the same as the operation
mode immediately before transiting to the low power con-
sumption mode.

Embodiment 2

FIG. 7 illustrates another configuration example of the
oscillator 11 and the voltage holding region 13 shown in FIG.
1.

The oscillator 11 shown in FIG. 7 includes the oscillation
stop detection circuit 113 which can detect stop of the oscil-
lation in the oscillator circuit 11.

The voltage holding region 13 shown in FIG. 7 includes not
only the low power consumption mode control unit 131 and
the self-oscillation flag setting register 132 but an oscillation
stop detection enable/disable register 133, an AND gate 134,
and an OR gate 135. Whether to enable or disable the oscil-
lation stop detection function of the oscillation stop detection
circuit 113 can be set in the oscillation stop detection enable/
disable register 133. The CPU can make the setting. The AND
gate 134 acquires the AND logic of a signal indicating the
PLL self-oscillation mode from the low power consumption
mode control unit 131 and an output signal of the oscillation
stop detection enable/disable register 133. According to the
output signal (oscillation stop detection valid signal) of the
AND gate 134, the oscillation stop detection function of the
oscillation stop detection circuit 113 is enabled or disabled.
The OR gate 135 acquires the OR logic of the result of
oscillation stop detection by the oscillation stop detection
circuit 113 and the PLL self-oscillation control signal from
the low power consumption mode control unit 131. The out-
put of the OR gate 135 is transmitted to the PLL circuit 121 as
the PLL self-oscillation control signal. If the oscillator circuit
11 stops while the oscillation stop detection function of the
oscillation stop detection circuit 113 is enabled, the oscilla-
tion stop detection circuit 113 detects the oscillation stop and
the PLL circuit 121 transits to the PLL self-oscillation mode
when the PLL self-oscillation control signal is asserted.

To stop the oscillator 11 in the above configuration, the
PLL self-oscillation control signal switches the operation
mode of the PLL circuit 121 to the PLL self-oscillation mode,
the oscillation stop detection function of the oscillation stop
detection circuit 113 is disabled for the oscillation stop detec-
tion enable/disable register 133, and then the low power con-
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sumption mode control unit 131 stops the oscillator 11 by
asserting the oscillation stop signal. Additionally, to prevent
malfunction of the oscillation stop detection circuit 113 in
resuming the operation of the oscillator 11, the oscillation
stop detection enable/disable register 133 is set so that the
oscillation stop detection function of the oscillation stop
detection circuit 113 is enabled after the oscillation of the
oscillator 11 has stabilized.

Embodiment 3

FIG. 8 illustrates another configuration example of the low
power consumption mode control unit 131, the A/D control
unit 125, and the A/D conversion unit 14 of FIG. 1.

The A/D conversion unit 14 may have two A/D conversion
units having different conversion accuracies. In the exem-
plary configuration shown in FIG. 8, the A/D conversion unit
14 has a 10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141 with an accuracy of
10 bits and a 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142 with an accu-
racy of 12 bits.

The A/D control unit 125 may have a 10-bit A/D control
circuit 1251 and a 12-bit A/D control circuit 1252, corre-
sponding to the configuration of the A/D conversion unit 14.
The 10-bit A/D control circuit 1251 controls the operation of
10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141 based on a first STBY
control signal. The 12-bit A/D control circuit 1252 controls
the operation of 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142 based on a
second STBY control signal.

The low power consumption mode control part 131 may
have an STBY control unit 136 which generates the first
STBY control signal and the second STBY control signal
based on the flag state of the self-oscillation flag setting
register 132.

The 10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D
conversion circuit 142 differ in time until their operation
stabilizes after they return from the standby state (referred to
as “stabilizing time”). Typically, the higher the conversion
accuracy is, the more complicated the circuit becomes and the
longer the stabilizing time is. Therefore, the stabilizing time
of'the 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142 becomes longer than
that of the 10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141. To reduce the
consumption current in the PLL self-oscillation mode, it is
better to return only one, than both, of the 10-bit A/D conver-
sion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142
from the standby state, in the PLL self-oscillation mode.
Since a longer stabilizing time increases consumption cur-
rent, returning the 10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141 having a
shorter stabilizing time from the standby state is more advan-
tageous than returning the 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142
having a longer stabilizing time from the standby state, to
further reduce the consumption current in the PLL self-oscil-
lation mode. In the example, consumption current in the PLL
self-oscillation mode is reduced by returning both the 10-bit
A/D conversion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D conversion
circuit 142 from the standby state in the PLL normal-oscilla-
tion mode, and returning only the 10-bit A/D conversion
circuit 141 having a shorter stabilizing time from the standby
state in the PLL self-oscillation mode.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate a control timing of the A/D
conversion unit 14.

When returning from the low power consumption mode
with the PLL normal-oscillation mode, both the 10-bit A/D
conversion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D conversion circuit
142 return from the standby (STBY) state, as shown in FIG.
9A. Since the stabilizing time of the 12-bit A/D conversion
circuit 142 becomes longer than that of the 10-bit A/D con-
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version circuit 141, resetting the CPU 126 is canceled, con-
sidering the stabilizing time of the 12-bit A/D conversion
circuit 142.

In returning from the low power consumption mode with
the PLL self-oscillation mode, only the 10-bit A/D conversion
circuit 141 having a shorter stabilizing time returns from the
standby state, and the 12-bit A/D conversion circuit 142 is
kept in the stand-by state, as shown in FIG. 9B. Since it is not
necessary to consider the stabilizing time of the 12-bit A/D
conversion circuit 142, the timing to cancel resetting the CPU
126 can be set earlier in comparison with in returning from the
low power consumption mode with the PLL normal-oscilla-
tion mode.

The 10-bit A/D conversion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D
conversion circuit 142 are examples of analog modules. In
mounting an analog module which is different from the 10-bit
A/D conversion circuit 141 and the 12-bit A/D conversion
circuit 142, the STBY control unit 136 can generate the
STBY control signal to limit returning of the analog module
from the standby state in the PLL self-oscillation mode, con-
sidering the characteristic of the analog module.

The A/D conversion unit 14 may have three or more A/D
conversion circuits, and the A/D control unit 125 may have a
plurality of A/D control circuits corresponding to the A/D
conversion circuits within the A/D conversion unit 14.

Embodiment 4

FIG. 10 illustrates a configuration example of the micro-
computer 1 described above.

The microcomputer 1 in FIG. 10 largely differs from that
shown in FIG. 1 in that the timer 128 of the power-down
region 12 is moved to the voltage holding region 13, and the
voltage holding region 13 has a low frequency oscillator
(LOCO) 137. Since the voltage holding region 13 has the
timer 128, the timer 128 can continue operating after power-
down of the power-down region 12. The low frequency oscil-
lator 137 generates a clock signal by an oscillation which is
different from that of the oscillator 11. The low frequency
oscillator 137 is activated in the low power consumption
mode by the control of the low power consumption mode
control unit 131 to generate a clock signal. The frequency of
the clock signal generated in the low frequency oscillator 137
is set to 125 kHz, although not particularly limited. The clock
signal generated in the low frequency oscillator 137 is trans-
mitted to the timer 128 and the oscillation stabilizing time
wait counter 1311. The timer 128 and the oscillation stabiliz-
ing time wait counter 1311 count the clock signals generated
in the low frequency oscillator 137. To control a device which
needs to be processed at an accurate timing, a timer interrupt
can be performed by using the timer 128. To intermittently
operate the microcomputer 1 at a predetermined time interval,
the timer interrupt is used. As shown in FIG. 11, a selector 138
may be provided between the low frequency oscillator 137
and the timer 128 so that the output ofthe PLL circuit 121 and
the output of the low frequency oscillator 137 are selectively
transmitted to the timer 128. The output of the PLL circuit 121
is transmitted to the timer 128 via the selector 138 during the
normal operation before transition to the low power con-
sumption mode. In the low power consumption mode, the
output of the low frequency oscillator 137 is transmitted to the
timer 128 via the selector 138. The selection operation of the
selector 138 is controlled by a selector control signal SELC
generated by the low power consumption mode control unit
131. An overflow signal (Overflow) indicating that the count
state of the timer 128 has exceeded a maximum value is
transmitted from the timer 128 to the low power consumption
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mode control unit 131. When power-down 0 (a mode in which
the function of the timer 128 is enabled and the power supply
to the power-down region 12 is shut down) is enabled, the low
power consumption mode control unit 131 operates the low
frequency oscillator 137 so that the clock signal is supplied to
the timer 128 because the timer 128 needs to operate after
power-down of the power-down region 12. The microcom-
puter 1 may be configured so that asserting an overflow signal
causes return from the low power consumption mode by the
control of the low power consumption mode control unit 131.

Embodiment 5

In FIG. 1, it is necessary to start the operation of the CPU
126 or the like after the operation of the oscillator and the PLL
circuit 121 has stabilized. Then, the stabilizing time is kept by
the oscillation stabilizing time wait counter 1311. The clock
signals output from the low frequency oscillator 137 are
counted by the oscillation stabilizing time wait counter 1311,
and outputting clock signals from the frequency divider 122 is
started when the count value reaches a reference value. If
possible, it is convenient to change the oscillation stabilizing
time according to various conditions. To realize this, the
voltage holding region 13 may be configured as shown in
FIG. 12.

The low power consumption mode control unit 131 has a
selector 1312 so that the selector 1312 can selectively trans-
mit the output of a selector 1313 and that of a selector 1315 to
the oscillation stabilizing time wait counter 1311. Selection
operation of the selector 1312 is controlled according to the
self-oscillation flag of the self-oscillation flag setting register
132. The output of the selector 1313 is selected when the
self-oscillation flag is logical “0”, and that of the selector
1315 is selected when the self-oscillation flag is logical “1”.

The selector 1313 selectively transmits the output of the
stabilizing time register 1320 and that of the nonvolatile stor-
age unit 1319 to the selector 1312 according to the setting
information of a switching register 1314. The CPU 126 can
set oscillation stabilizing time information in the PLL nor-
mal-oscillation mode in the stabilizing time register 1320. A
reference value of the oscillation stabilizing time information
in the PLL normal-oscillation mode is written to the nonvola-
tile storage unit 1319. The CPU 126 can set the switching
register 1314. If the oscillation stabilizing time information in
the PLL normal-oscillation mode is the reference value in the
nonvolatile storage unit 1319, the selector 1313 selectively
transmits the reference value in the nonvolatile storage unit
1319 to the selector 1312. Changing the oscillation stabilizing
time information in the PLL normal-oscillation mode needs
to write a value after changing the oscillation stabilizing time
information in the PLL normal-oscillation mode, in initializ-
ing the system for example, to the stabilizing time register
1320. The setting of the switching register 1314 is changed so
that the selector 1313 selects the output of the stabilizing time
register 1320. Accordingly, the output of the stabilizing time
register 1320 is selected in the PLL normal-oscillation mode.
Based on this, the oscillation stabilizing time in the PLL
normal-oscillation mode is determined.

The selector 1315 selectively transmits the output of a
stabilizing time register 1318 and that of a nonvolatile storage
unit 1317 to the selector 1312 according to setting informa-
tion of a switching register 1316. The CPU 126 can set oscil-
lation stabilizing time information in the PLL self-oscillation
mode in the stabilizing time register 1318. A reference value
of the oscillation stabilizing time information in the PLL
self-oscillation mode is written to the nonvolatile storage unit
1317. The CPU 126 can set the switching register 1316. Ifthe
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oscillation stabilizing time information in the PLL self-oscil-
lation mode is allowed to be the reference value in the non-
volatile storage unit 1317, the selector 1315 selectively trans-
mits the reference value in the nonvolatile storage unit 1317 to
the selector 1312. Changing the oscillation stabilizing time
information in the PLL self-oscillation needs to write a value
after changing the oscillation stabilizing time information in
the PLL self-oscillation mode, in initializing the system for
example, into the stabilizing time register 1318. The setting of
the switching register 1316 is changed so that the selector
1315 selects the output of the stabilizing time register 1318.
Accordingly, the output of the stabilizing time register 1318 is
selected in the PLL self-oscillation mode. Based on this, the
oscillation stabilizing time in the PLL self-oscillation mode is
determined.

Embodiment 6

Whether or not the operation of the oscillator 11 and the
PLL circuit 121 has stabilized may be determined as follows.

As shown in FIG. 13A, a comparator 1321 is provided to
determine whether the frequency of the clock signal output
from the frequency divider 122 has reached that of the clock
signal output from the low frequency oscillator 137. The low
frequency oscillator 137 operates in the low power consump-
tion mode, and the PLL circuit 121 starts its operation when
the low frequency oscillator 137 returns from the low power
consumption mode. With the frequency of the clock signal
output from the low frequency oscillator 137 in the low power
consumption mode defined as a standard frequency, the com-
parator 1321 determines whether the frequency of the clock
signal output from the frequency divider 122 has reached the
standard frequency. Then, as shown in FIG. 13B, the com-
parator 1321 asserts the oscillation stabilization detection
signal at a high level when the frequency of the clock signal
output from the frequency divider 122 has reached the stan-
dard frequency. The oscillation stabilization detection signal
allows to recognize that the operation of the oscillator 11 and
the PLL circuit 121 has stabilized.

Embodiment 7

FIG. 14 illustrates another configuration example of the
microcomputer 1.

The microcomputer 1 in FIG. 14 largely differs from that
shown in FIG. 1 in that the voltage holding region 13 has an
OR gate 1323, the OR gate 1323 acquires the OR logic
between the output of the self-oscillation flag setting register
132 and the logic state of an external terminal 1322, and the
OR logic is input to the low power consumption mode control
unit 131. In the configuration in FIG. 1, the low power con-
sumption mode control unit 131 returns the PLL circuit 121
from the lower power consumption mode in the PLL normal-
oscillation mode if the self-oscillation flag in the self-oscil-
lation flag setting register 132 is logical “0” in returning from
the mode, and returns the PLL circuit 121 from the lower
power consumption mode in the PLL self-oscillation mode if
the self-oscillation flag in the self-oscillation flag setting reg-
ister 132 is logical “1”. In the configuration in FIG. 14, the
PLL circuit 121 can return from the low power consumption
mode in the PLL self-oscillation mode regardless of the logic
state of the self-oscillation flag in the self-oscillation flag
setting register 132, when the PLL self-oscillation switching
signal, which is input to the external terminal 1322, is set to
logical “1”.
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Embodiment 8

The microcomputer 1 can apply to various systems.

FIG. 15 shows an automobile control system 2 to which the
microcomputer 1 applies.

The automobile control system 2 includes a function of
assisting the driver’s steering. This function allows the driver
to steer the wheel without much strength.

The automobile control system 2 has a motor 1402 to assist
the driver’s steering. Steering torque information is detected
by a sensor and input to the microcomputer 1 via an amplifier
1408. A motor control unit 1401 controls the motor 1402. A
rotation angle sensor 1403 detects the rotation angle of the
motor 1402. The result of detection by the rotation angle
sensor 1403 is input to the microcomputer 1 via an amplifier
1407. The motor control unit 1401 includes a power MOS
transistor circuit for driving the motor 1402 by three-phase
power U/V/W, and a pre-driver circuit for driving it. Angle
information of the three-phase power U/V/W is input from
the power MOS transistor circuit to the microcomputer 1 via
an amplifier 1406. The microcomputer 1 controls the motor
1402 using a pulse width modulation signal (PWM), based on
the information input via the amplifiers 1406, 1407, and 1408.
In addition, the microcomputer 1 is coupled to a communi-
cation module (CAN) 1405. The communication module
(CAN) 1405 is coupled to an electronic control unit for a drive
system of an engine or the like (PTECU), and an electronic
control unit for brake control (BrakeECU) 1404.

The automobile control system 2 returns from the low
power consumption mode at a predetermined time interval by
the timer 128 in the microcomputer 1 while the engine is
stopped such as idling stop, checks the information from
various sensors, determines whether or not to control the
motor 1402, and performs a predetermined control as neces-
sary. Subsequently, the microcomputer 1 transits to the low
power consumption mode again. The power consumption in
the microcomputer 1 reduces when the PLL circuit 121 is set
to the PLL self-oscillation mode and moreover the oscillator
11 stops.

Although the invention made by the inventors has been
specifically described above based on embodiments, the
invention is not limited and can be modified in various ways
without deviating from the scope. In addition, each of the
embodiments can be freely combined.

What is claimed is:
1. A microcontroller having a normal operation mode and
a low-power operation mode, the microcontroller compris-
ing:
a phase locked loop (PLL) circuit that receives a clock
signal and generates a first clock in response to the clock
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signal in a normal-oscillation mode, and that generates a
second clock independently from the clock signal in a
self-oscillation mode; and

a central processing unit (CPU) that operates with the first
clock or the second clock in the normal operation mode,
and that stops its operation in the low-power operation
mode,

wherein when the microcontroller returns to the normal
operation mode from the low-power operation mode
after the microcontroller switches to the low-power
operation mode from the normal operation mode, an
operation mode of the PLL circuit is determined by the
operation mode of the PLL circuit before the switching.

2. The microcontroller according to claim 1, further com-
prising an oscillator that generates the clock signal.

3. The microcontroller according to claim 2, wherein the
oscillator stops in the self-oscillation mode.

4. The microcontroller according to claim 1, wherein a
frequency of the second clock is lower than a frequency of the
first clock.

5. The microcontroller according to claim 1, further com-
prising:

a mode control unit that stores a self-oscillation informa-
tion to set the PLL circuit to the normal-oscillation mode
or the self-oscillation mode,

wherein the CPU is set to a power-down state in the low-
power operation mode and the mode control unit is set to
a power-supply state in the low-power operation mode.

6. The microcontroller according to claim 1,

wherein the low-power operation mode includes a power-
down mode, a stand-by mode, and a sleep mode,

wherein a power voltage is not supplied to the CPU in the
power-down mode,

wherein the power voltage is supplied to the CPU and the
PLL circuit stops in the stand-by mode, and

wherein the power voltage is supplied to the CPU and the
CPU stops its operation in the sleep mode.

7. The microcontroller according to claim 1,

wherein the PLL circuit includes a phase comparator to
synchronize the first clock with the clock signal, and

wherein the phase comparator is activated in the normal
oscillation mode and is deactivated in the self-oscillation
mode.

8. The microcontroller according to claim 7,

wherein the PLL circuit further includes a voltage con-
trolled oscillator (VCO), and

wherein the VCO generates the first clock in response to a
comparison result of the phase comparator in the normal
oscillation mode and generates the second clock inde-
pendently from the result of the phase comparator in the
self-oscillation mode.
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